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Å  Å  Å  Å  Å 

 

The purpose of The Garden Club of America  

is to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening; to share  

the advantage of association by means of educational meetings,  

conferences, correspondence and publications; and to restore, improve and protect  

the quality of the environment through educational programs and action in the  

fields of conservation and civic improvement. 

 

Å  Å  Å  Å  Å 

 

The purpose of a flower show is threefold: to set standards of artistic and  

horticultural excellence; to broaden knowledge of horticulture,  

flower arrangement, conservation, and other related areas; and to share the beauty  

of a show with fellow club members and with the public. 
 

The Garden Club of America Flower Show and Judging Guide, 2000 revised edition. 
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GENERAL RULES  
 
1. All rules as stated in The Garden Club of America Flower Show and Judging Guide, 2000 revised 

edition, shall apply. 

 

2. Any clarification or change in the rules, as originally stated in the schedule, shall be communicated 

promptly in writing to the other exhibitors in the class, to the Passing Committee and to the Judges at the 

show by the respective Division Chairman.   

 

3. Entries are open to members of GCA Zone II clubs.  Each GCA Zone II club is responsible for: 

 One entry in Division I, Flower Arrangement 

 One entry each in Class 1 & 2 in Division II, Horticulture  

 One entry in Division III,  Photography  

 

4. Registration is required for all Division I Flower Arrangement and Division III Photography Classes 

and Division II Horticulture Class 3 (for staging purposes) by January 12, 2008.  After January 12, 2008, 

classes will be assigned to clubs who have not registered for Division I and/or Division III  Classes.   

Registration forms are provided at the back of the schedule.  Classes will be filled in the order registration 

forms are received according to the postmarked or faxed date. 

 

5. While The Garden Club of America, The Fairfield Garden Club, and Trinity Episcopal Church will 

exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits, responsibility for damage, loss or personal injury cannot be 

assumed. 

 

6. An entry card must accompany each entry.  Entry cards will be available at the show and upon request 

from the Entry or Division Chairman, in advance of the show.  Information required on the entry cards 

must be completed in black waterproof ink or typed. 

 

7. All plant material must be correctly identified, if possible, with the botanical and common names.   

The RHS Index of Garden Plants and The AHS A - Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants are the accepted 

references and will be available at the show.  

 

8. The Garden Club of America expects all exhibitors to be aware of the need to promote conservation of 

endangered and threatened plants; and prohibit use of invasive plants.  Plants collected from the wild and 

listed as endangered in Connecticut may not be exhibited in a GCA sponsored flower show.  Cultivated 

plant material listed as endangered in Connecticut may be exhibited if accompanied by a typed card 

stating that it has not been collected from the wild and giving information concerning its cultural 

requirements and methods of propagation. 

 

9. A list of Connecticut threatened, endangered and locally invasive species is available online at 

www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/plants, upon request from the Horticulture Chairman, and will be available at  

the show. 

  

10. The Passing Committee must pass each entry before an exhibitor may leave the show area.  The 

Passing Committee reserves the right to refuse any entry that does not conform to the schedule.  The 

exhibitor has the option of correcting the entry, if time permits.  If not corrected, the entry cannot be 

judged, but may remain in place, marked ñFor Exhibition Only.ò  The Judges may not disqualify any 

entry passed by the Passing Committee.  

http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/plants
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11. No insects, pests, or diseased plant material will be allowed in the flower show. 

 

12. The exhibitor must leave the exhibition area immediately following the passing of their entry.  The 

entry may not be touched again until after judging and then only to carry out necessary maintenance.  

 

13. Only participating Judges, Clerks, Flower Show Committee Chairmen and Division Chairmen will be 

allowed on the floor during judging.  

 

14. All containers and accessories must be inconspicuously labeled with the exhibitorôs name.  

 

15. All exhibits must remain in place and in show condition until fifteen minutes following the show 

closing time.   

 

16. A novice is an individual who has not won a blue ribbon, in the division entered, in a GCA or GCA 

Major Flower Show and will be identified by a red dot placed on the entry card, after the initial judging.  

Only an individual arranger is eligible to receive the Sandra Baylor Novice Award.   

 

 

 
 

FLOWER SHOW HOURS  
 

 

 

Tuesday, May 27, 2008  
 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Flower Arrangement and Horticulture entries accepted and passed. 

 

Wednesday, May 28, 2008   
 7:00 a.m. -   9:00 a.m.  Flower Arrangement and Horticulture entries accepted and passed. 

 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Judging for all classes. 

 1:00 a.m. -   5:00 p.m.   Flower Show open to the public. 

  

Thursday, May 29, 2008  
   9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  Refreshing and maintenance of exhibits  

             10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Flower Show open to the public.  

   2:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  All entries must be removed.  Clubs pick up exchange plants.  

     Note: All entries must remain in place until 2:00 p.m. 
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DIVISION I  
 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT RULES  
 

1. Please read the General Rules. 

 

2. Every club in Zone II is required to have one entry in this division.   

 

3. The exhibitor(s) under whose name(s) it has been entered must arrange the entry.   All participants 

must be listed.  Arrangements do not have to be done at the show.  A completed entry may be delivered 

by someone other than those listed on the entry form (ie: delegate, club president).   

 

4. All arrangements must include fresh and/or dried plant material. Artificial plant material is not allowed. 

 

5. Fresh plant material must be in water or be conditioned in such a way as to remain in pristine form 

while on exhibition.  An arrangement not maintained in show condition may have its award removed. 

 

6. Mechanics should not be visible unless they are an integral part of the design. 

 

7. Live animals (including fish), taxidermy, natural birdsô nests, protected sea-life and locally invasive 

plant materials are not permitted. 

 

8. Although permitted, the use of cut fruits and cut vegetables is discouraged and should be undertaken 

only with proper treatment to prevent spoilage. 

 

9. Accessories are permitted, except Class 5. 

 

10. Statements of intent are not permitted, except as specified in Class 4. 

 

11. Lighting is from fixed overhead fixtures augmented by natural light from windows.  No changes in 

lighting are permitted. 

 

12. Staging details (sketches of pedestals/color swatches of fabric/paint samples) will be available after 

entry registration is received. 

 

13. Judging will be based on the principles of design: balance, contrast, dominance, proportion, rhythm 

and scale; and the elements of design: light, space, line, form, color, texture, pattern and size.  Creativity 

is important, as is distinction and conformance to the class schedule.  

 

Flower Arranging Class Consultants:  
 
   Classes 1, 4 and 5    Classes 2 and 3  

Marty Fleischmann   Peggy Moore 

   831 Hillside Road   236 Verna Hill Road 

   Fairfield, CT 06824   Fairfield, CT 06824 

   Marty255@optonline.net  Puritan43@aol.com 

   203-255-8908    203-259-0217 

   203-255-7516 (fax)   203-255-4706 (fax) 

mailto:Marty255@optonline.net
mailto:Puritan43@aol.com
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DIVISION I  
 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT CLASSES  
 

 

Class 1 Adrift         4 entries  
 
 An arrangement staged on a naturally weathered pedestal (piling) 36" high by 12" round.   

Piling will be set in sand in front of a sand dune barrier fence.   Sketch of staging will be sent 

upon receipt of entry.  Viewed from three sides and judged from the front. 

 

 
Class 2  The Calm before the Storm     4 entries  
 
 An arrangement staged on a grey pedestal 40" high and 14" round placed in front of a 

blue background 84" high and 36" wide.  Top of pedestal may be changed but not enlarged.   

Arrangement may not exceed the width of the background panel.  Color sample of background 

sent upon receipt of entry.  Viewed and judged from the front.  

 
 

Class 3  Shipwreck        4 entries  
 
 An arrangement incorporating water staged on a solid black pedestal 20" square, 36"  
high.  Top of pedestal may be changed but not enlarged.   Viewed and judged from all sides. 

 
Class 4  Welcome Ashore!       4 entries  
 
  A functional table for two.  The table will be covered with a navy blue, floor-length 

cloth.  The table is 30" high and 30" round and will be viewed and judged in the round.  

Flatware is permitted - no sterling silver.  Exhibitor may provide own table topper.  A 4" x 6" 
card naming the place of dining is allowed. 

 
Class 5  Sailorôs Valentine      4 en tries  
 
 A pavé arrangement in a 12"  octagonal container, placed on a table 30"  high, draped with 

a navy blue cloth.  Container will be wedged forward from behind and viewed and judged from 

the front.  Sea shells allowed, but flowers must dominate.  Container will be available to 

exhibitor and sent upon receipt of entry along with staging details.  
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DIVISION II  
 

HORTICULTURE RULES  
 

1. Please read the General Rules. 

 

2. Every club is required to have one entry in Class 1 and Class 2.  

 

3. Entries must have been owned and grown by the exhibitor for a minimum of three months, unless 

otherwise stated in the schedule.  Entries eligible for the Catherine Beattie Medal and/or the Clarissa 

Willemsen Horticulture Propagation Award  must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for at 

least six months and will be identified by a green dot on the entry card.  

 

4. An exhibitor may submit more than one specimen in classes 4-11, provided each entry is a different 

species or cultivar. 

 

5. All entries propagated by the exhibitor must be so identified with the method and relevant date(s) of 

propagation on the entry card. 

 

6. Classes may be subdivided and entries moved and/or reclassified at the discretion of the Committee 

and/or the Judges. 

 

7. Container-grown plants may be exhibited in containers that are clean, unobtrusive and compatible with 

the exhibit.  Terracotta-colored clay pots are preferred.  Disguised double potting and top dressing are 

permitted. Top dressing must not float when watered. 

 

8. The Committee will provide containers and wedging materials for all cut specimens 

 

9. The Committee will water the exhibits if instructed to do so in writing. 

 

10. Key cards, diagrams or plant lists, where required, must be completed in black waterproof ink or 

typed, encased in plastic, and conform to the size specified in class description. 

 

11. Plants for the Gavel Competition, Class 1, and pots, preprinted cards and waterproof sleeves for the 

Plant Exchange, Class 2, will be provided to all Zone II Horticulture Chairmen at the Horticulture 

Meeting on October 29, 2007.  

 

12. The Plant Exchange plants entered in Class 2 will be distributed between 2:15 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, May 29, 2008.  

 

Horticulture Class consultants:  
   
 Classes 1 and 3   Classes 4 - 10   Classes 2 and 11 
 Peggy Harwood  Louise Heasman  Joyce Ference 

 217 N. Cedar Road  160 Evelyn Street  610 Sturges Highway 

 Fairfield, CT 06824  Southport, CT 06890  Westport, CT 06880 

 Harwood217@aol.com LSH2@optonline.net   wfjrjoyce@optonline.net  

 203-254-2758   203-254-6640   203-255-6074 

mailto:Harwood217@aol.com
mailto:ish2@optonline.net
mailto:wfjrjoyce@optonline.net
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DIVISION II  
 

HORTICULTURE CLASSES  
 

 

Class 1 Red Sky at Night                      1 entry per c lub  
   

 Gavel Competition  - Streptocarpus ñMidnight Flameò  Plants will be distributed to 

the Horticulture Chairman of each club at the Zone II Horticulture Meeting on October 29, 2007.   

 
Class 2  By the Sea               1 entry per club  
 

 A plant exchange of seaside plants.  Plants propagated must be species adapted to Zone II 

coastal conditions.  Each club in Zone II is required to provide three (3) plants.  Each plant is to 

be exhibited in a soiless mix in a container provided by the Committee.  Pots, preprinted cards, 

and waterproof sleeves will be distributed to the Horticulture Chairman of each club at the Zone 

II Horticulture Meeting on October 29, 2007.  Each clubôs three plants will be staged together.  

To be judged as a par class.   

 
Class 3  Precio us Cargo                12 entries  

 

 A trough planted with a minimum of three different species and/or cultivars of rooted 

material.  Trough will be exhibited on the edge of a stage 32"  high.  A key card (no more than 

8½"  x 11" ) typed or completed in waterproof ink, encased in plastic, listing the botanical and 

common names of the plant material must accompany entry.  Exhibit will be judged 30% quality 

and condition of plant material, 30% suitability (compatibility) of plant material, 20% design, 

15% grooming, and 5% labeling. 

 

Classes 4 - 10 The Oysterôs Pearl     Unlimited Entries  

 

 Cut specimens.  One cut stem or spray from an exhibitorôs garden.  The exhibitor may 

enter more than one specimen in each class provided each entry is of a different species or 

cultivar.  Stem length not to exceed 28" cut length. 

  4.   Bulbs, Corms, Rhizomes and Tubers 

  5.   Perennials 

  6.   Shrubs - flowering 

  7.   Shrubs - non-flowering 

  8.   Trees - deciduous, flowering 

  9.   Trees - deciduous, non-flowering 

10.   Vines 

 
Class 11 Making Waves         Unlimited entries  

 

 Par Class.  An exhibit of outstanding horticultural merit, which does not qualify for entry 

elsewhere in the schedule.  Plant must be in exhibitorôs possession for a minimum of six months.  

No hanging baskets, please.  Exhibit will be judged individually against perfection. 
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DIVISION III  
 

PHOTOGRAPHY RULES  
 

1. Please read the General Rules. 

 

2. Each GCA Zone II club is responsible for one entry.   

 

3. If a photograph has won a blue ribbon in a GCA or GCA Major Flower Show, it may not be entered in 

competition again. 

 

4. Each photograph must be the work of the exhibitor, under whose name it is entered. Matting, mounting 

and printing may be done professionally. 

 

5.  Manipulation at the time of exposure, in the darkroom, by computer, or in the printing process is 

allowed in all classes and must be the work of the exhibitor.  This includes cropping of image, 

enhancement for color or clarity, removal of a part of the image, combining images, or distorting the 

original subject. 

 

6. Photography entries are limited to the subjects consistent with Garden Club of America interests such 

as horticulture, flower arrangement, gardens/landscapes, conservation/the environment, historic 

preservation and civic improvement. 

 

7. All photographs must include plant material. 

 

8. If plant material in the image is identifiable, the common and botanical name(s) are required on the 

entry card and on the back of the photograph. 

 

9. Photographs must be mounted on mat board or foam core and over matted with an overlay mat.  

Photographs overall, including matting, should not exceed 11"  x 14" .  The color of the mat and the 

surface finish of photograph are the choice of the exhibitor.  

 

10. Glass and framing are not permitted. 

 

11. Photographs will be staged on natural-weathered panels of lattice against a neutral colored wall.  

Lighting is from fixed overhead fixtures augmented by natural light from windows.   

 

12.  Registration forms must be received by January 12, 2008.  After January 12, 2008, classes will be 

assigned to clubs who have not yet entered.   

 

13. Each entry must be labeled on the back of the photograph or mounting with the exhibitorô s name, 

garden club, address, phone number and class entered.  The top of the photograph must be indicated.   

 

14. Photographs must be received no later than April 25, 2008.  Send or hand deliver to:  

     Claire Van de Berghe 

     4509 Congress Street 

     Fairfield, CT 06824 

     vdbfam@aol.com 

     203-254-8248 

 

mailto:vdbfam@aol.com
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13. If the entry is to be returned by mail, a self-addressed return label, pre-paid envelope with appropriate 

packing material must be submitted with the exhibit.   

 

14. The Photography Committee will review all photograph entries to verify class specifications have 

been met. If a photograph is not passed, the exhibitor will be notified and permitted to send a replacement 

photograph.  

 

15. The Photography Committee may reclassify an entry but only with the permission of the 

photographer.  The Photography Committee and the Judges may subdivide a class but the Judges may  

not reclassify an entry. 

 
 
 

_________________________________________  
 
 
 

DIVISION III  
 

PHOTOGRAPHY  
 

 
Class 1 Morning Mist - a color photograph    5 entries  
  
Class 2  Reflections - a color photograph    5 entries  
  
Class 3  Unfurled - a color photograph     5 entries  
 
Class 4  Whitecaps - a monochrome photograph   5 entries  
 
 
Class Consultant:  
   Claire Van de Berghe 

   4509 Congress Street 

   Fairfield, CT   

   vdbfam@aol.com   

   203-254-8248 

   
 
Please refer to rules and entry form for details of submission. 

 

mailto:vdbfam@aol.com
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SPECIAL EXHIBITS  
 
 

CONSERVATION EXHIBIT  
 

ñExploring Solutions to a Healthy Watershed ò 
What you can do to protect and preserve Fairfieldôs vulnerable rivers,  

streams, ponds, estuaries and beaches.  

 
Å  Å  Å  Å  Å 

 
EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT  

 
Ogden House Garden  

ñA living history for the 21st  century gardenerò 
 
The garden at Ogden House is maintained by the Fairfield Garden Club as a learning experience 

and teaching tool for all visitors to the historic house owned by the Fairfield Museum and 

History Center. The garden is kept as authentic as possible to the dooryard gardens of early 

colonial settlements and is a valuable and viable hands-on experience for all ages. 
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AWARDS  
 

The Garden Club of America Awards described below have been applied for and will be presented  

if merited.  

 

The Harriet DeWaele Puckett Creativity Award  may be awarded to members of GCA clubs or 

non-members in recognition of a uniquely skillful and creative response to an imaginative schedule.  It 

will be given for an innovative and interpretive entry which, although it abides by the principles of good 

design, goes beyond the traditional period arrangement to whatever art form the arranger(s) chooses.  The 

arrangement must have placed first, second, or third in the Flower Arrangement Division of a GCA 

Flower Show.  Challenge classes are not eligible.  The award is not a substitute for Best in Show and will 

be given at the discretion of the judges. 

 

The Dorothy Vietor Munger Award  may be awarded to members of Garden Club of America 

clubs only in competitive flower arrangement classes at a GCA Flower Show.  It is offered in recognition 

of creative work of outstanding beauty using predominantly fresh plant material.  The arrangement must 

have placed first, second, or third.  Challenge classes are not eligible.  The award is not a substitute for 

Best in Show and will be given at the discretion of the judges. 

 

The Sandra Baylor Novice Award  may be given at a GCA Flower Show to an exhibitor who is a 

member of a GCA club and who has never won a blue ribbon in the Flower Arrangement Division of a 

GCA Flower Show.  It shall be awarded for an arrangement that is a unique and skillful response to the 

schedule.  Novice entries in any competitive Flower Arrangement classes are eligible for this award and 

will be identified by a blue dot on the entry card.  The arrangement must have been created by one person, 

and must have placed first, second or third. 

 

The Catherine Beattie Medal  is to be awarded for a horticulture entry distinguished by its 

vibrancy, prime condition, and perfection of grooming.  It must have been grown by the exhibitor for at 

least six months.  The medal may be awarded for a single plant, collection of plants, container garden, or 

cut specimen, but only if there is an exhibit worthy of the honor.  It may be awarded to members of GCA 

clubs only; individual, joint, and club entries are eligible.  The award should not be considered as a 

substitute for Best in Show.  The medal may not be awarded to the same exhibit more than once. 

 

The Clarissa Willemsen Horticulture Propagation Award  is to be awarded for a 

horticulture entry distinguished by its prime condition, flawless grooming and difficulty of propagation.  

The horticulture entry must have been propagated and grown by the exhibitor for at least six months.  The 

Horticulture Propagation Award may be given for a single rooted plant or a collection of rooted plants.  

The method of propagation must be indicated on the entry card.  The entry must have placed first, second 

or third at a GCA Flower Show.  The award may not be given to an exhibit more than once. If merited, it 

will be awarded at the discretion of the judges. 

 

The Rosie Jones Hor ticulture Award  is awarded to a horticulture entry of exceptional visual 

appeal that reflects the spirit of growing with joy and enthusiasm and inspires others to propagate, grow, 

show and share horticulture.  An exhibit that has been propagated by the exhibitor will be given special 

consideration but propagation is not a requirement. Perfection, while always desirable, is not a primary 

criterion.  This award celebrates the ineffable joy inherent in the beauty and pursuit of horticulture.  It 

could be the entry that would win the popular vote but not necessarily the Beattie or the blue ribbon.  Its 

primary virtue shall be its exceptional and exuberant inspiration.  It may be awarded at a GCA Flower 

Show and is to be judged by GCA Judges. 
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The Corliss Knapp E ngle Horticulture Sweepstakes Award  may be presented to the club 

with the highest number of points earned from all competitive horticulture classes in a GCA Zone Flower 

Show.  Points are to be awarded as follows: 

 Special award*  10 points 

 1
st
 place  4 points 

 2
nd

 place  3 points 

 3
rd
 place  2 points 

 Honorable Mention 1 point 

 *(for each award listed in the schedule) 

 

The Photography Committee Award  is given in recognition of creative and technical excellence 

in response to the theme of the schedule.  The entry must have placed first, second or third. 

 

The Ann Lyon Crammond Award  may be presented to an outstanding educational exhibit which 

best educates the public about gardens at a GCA Flower Show.  Any educational exhibit which increases 

the appreciation of any aspect of plants, gardens, or landscape design may be considered for this award.  

The award may be given to Garden Club of America member, member clubs, non-members, or other 

organizations.  

 

The Marion Thompson Fuller Brown Conservation Award  may be presented for an 

outstanding conservation exhibit at a GCA Flower Show.  The award recognizes an exhibit of exceptional 

educational and visual merit which increases the public's knowledge and awareness of our environment.  

The exhibit should emphasize environmental concerns and may demonstrate conservation practices.  

When appropriate, the plant material must be clearly identified.  Live plant material may or may not be 

used.  Protected material may be included if such materials are identified as protected and not collected in 

the wild.  The award may be given to Garden Club of America clubs, or club members, non-members, or 

other organizations.  Exhibits may be judged as a par class, or in competition with other entries. 

 

Best in Show , to be selected from among the blue ribbon winners, may be awarded in each division. 

 

Judgesô commendation may be given to an entry, class, section, special exhibit or other aspect of 

the show which is of exceptional merit. 

 

The Zone II Gavel  will be awarded, if merited, to the club with the blue ribbon entry in Class I, 

Division II.  The Gavel is only awarded at Zone II Annual Meetings. 
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DIRECTIONS  

The Flower Show will take place at Trinity Episcopal Church, 651 Pequot Avenue, Southport, 

Connecticut.  Short term parking will be on the road side of the church (for dropping off exhibits).  

Hostesses will be there to help.  Cars are then to be moved to the church parking lot across the street.  For 

exhibitors who are then going on to The Zone II Annual Meeting, it will take place across the street (1/2 

block west) at the Pequot Library, 720 Pequot Avenue.  Parking for the Annual Meeting will be in the 

Library parking lot and the Church parking lot.  If needed, overflow parking will be one block east at the 

Southport Congregational Church, 524 Pequot Avenue.  Please follow parking and directional signs upon 
approaching the Church from the directions below.  Church is indicated by the star on the map. 

From the South 

Á I-95N to Exit 19 (Southport, CT)  

Á Right at Stop sign onto Center St.  

Á Follow until you see Trinity Church directly in front of you.  

Á Parking lot is across the street from the church... before the Stop sign and on the left.  

From the North 

Á I-95S to Exit 19 (Southport, CT)  

Á Straight to the light.  

Á Straight across Post Rd.  

Á Left at 2nd Stop sign onto Center St. (before I-95 south entrance ramp)  

Á Follow until you see Trinity Church directly in front of you.  

Á Parking lot is across the street from the church... before the Stop sign and on the left.  

Map (courtesy of MapQuest )  

 

http://www.mapquest.com/



