
The New London Garden Club

Member  of The Garden Club of America

Presents

Fresh Impressions
GCA Flower Show

May 15, 16 & 17, 2008

Florence Griswold Museum
Lyme Street

Old Lyme, Connecticut

Open to the public
May 16, 2008  10:00AM - 5:00PM
May 17, 2008  10:00AM - 3:00PM

Museum Members:  $10
Non-Members:  $15

                 



At the beginning of the twentieth century, artists, wanting to 
retreat from the hurried pace of the city, were drawn to Old Lyme.  
Here they found an “old”  New England setting with the quiet 
dignity of days past.  They gathered in the boardinghouse of Miss 
Florence Griswold where they found affordable lodging, good food, 
gracious hospitality and artistic camaraderie.

The artists developed a strong group identity.  Calling themselves 
the “School of Lyme”,  the colony’s stylistic focus shifted from 
Tonalism to Impressionism, but it’s identity held fast and grew in 
reputation.  The Lyme Art Colony became known as the most 
famous Impressionist colony in America, the “American Giverny”.

With Fresh Impressions   the New London Garden Club 
pays tribute to The Lyme Art Colony, and especially to Miss 
Florence Griswold, the keeper of the colony.

“So you see, at first the artists adopted Lyme,
then Lyme adopted the artists,

and now, today, Lyme and art are synonymous”.
(Miss Florence Griswold, 1937)
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Timetable For Exhibitors

November 15, 2007- Horticulture - Six (6) month ownership deadline

February 15, 2008 - Horticulture - Three (3) month ownership deadline

April 15, 2008 - Flower Arrangement and Horticulture registration deadline

Thursday, May 15, 2008
  9:00 AM   Flower Arrangement and Horticulture entries accepted and passed from 

        show personnel
  9:30 AM   Flower Arrangement and Horticulture entry and passing for all other 

        exhibitors
11:30 AM   Entries close
12 Noon      Judges' briefing and lunch
  1:00 PM    Judging begins

Friday, May 16, 2008  
  9:30 AM   Refreshing and maintenance of exhibits
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Open to the public

Saturday, May 17, 2008  
  9:30 AM   Refreshing and maintenance of exhibits
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Open to the public
  3:15 PM - 5:00 PM Entries removed.  Special arrangements can be made for out-of-

 town exhibitors if requested.
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Flower Show Committee

Co-Chairmen: Marilyn Percy  860-443-5810  marilyn.percy@sbcglobal.net
Dorothy Askelson   860-434-3718  daskelson@comcast.net

Club President: Dorothy Askelson  860-434-3718  daskelson@comcast.net

Division Chairmen:
Division I Flower Arrangement - Dorothy Askelson  860-434-3718
Division II Horticulture - Betty Pinson 860-442-1043  bettypinson@sbcglobal.net
Division III Barbara Franciosi   860-445-6334  babso1025@aol.com

Advisor & Mentor : Terry Pfeil  860-443-0181

Entries:
Flower Arrangement   Dorothy Askelson  860-434-3718  daskelson@comcast.net
Horticulture Betty Pinson  860-442-1043  bettypinson@sbcglobal.net

Graphic Design: Norma Branch   860-442-9632
 

Hospitality:
Judges' Luncheon Judy Babcock  860-395-0137
Preview Party Joan Hamrick  860-434-0212  jehamrick@sbcglobal.net

Corinne Dailey 860-434-8622  ccdailey4@sbcglobal.net   
Visitors Elisabeth Kienle Smith  860-443-0153

Invitations: Gail Schwenker Mayer  860-437-7868  gail@mayerpartners.com

Judges: Melissa Hyland   860-536-6118 momhyland@tvcconnect.net

Passing: Janet Funke  860-434-9718  funoldlyme@yahoo.com

Printing: Gail Schwenker Mayer  860-437-7868  gail@mayerpartners.com

Publicity: Tammy Flynn 860-434-5542  tammy@florencegriswold museum.org
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Flower Show Committee

Signage: Norma Branch  860-442-9632
Ann Parkinson  860-434-9502

Staffing: Carol Hogan  860-599-5293  chogan7442@aol.com

Staging & Decoration: Susanne Stutts   860-434-5665
Ellen White  860-434-9763

Treasurer: Eleanor Bishop  860-395-0056

Driving Directions

The Florence Griswold Museum is adjacent to I-95.

From New Haven area:
1-95 North to exit 70.  At bottom of ramp turn left. See brown state highway signage for 
museum.  

From Groton:
I-95 South to exit 70.  At bottom of ramp turn right.  See brown state highway signage.

From Hartford:
Bear left off Route 9 onto I-95 North.  Take exit 70.  At bottom of ramp turn left.  See state 
signage for museum.
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General Rules

1.  All rules as stated in the most recently published The Garden Club of America Flower Show 
and Judging Guide, 2000 revised edition, shall apply.

2.  Any clarification or change in the rules, as originally stated in the schedule, shall be 
communicated promptly in writing to other exhibitors in the class, and to the Passing Committee 
and to the Judges at the show, by the respective Division Chairman.

3.  Entries are open to all members of Garden Club of America clubs, including those who are 
professionals in their fields,  members of other local garden clubs and members of the Griswold 
Garden Gang, except as noted in the schedule.

4.  Registration is required for all Flower Arrangement Classes and for Horticulture Classes 1, 2, 
3 and 50 (Par Class) on the form provided with the schedule.  Classes will be filled in the order 
registration forms are received according to the postmark date.  April 15, 2008 is the closing date 
for registration.  

5.  While the Garden Club of America, the New London Garden Club and the Florence Griswold 
Museum will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits, responsibility for damage, loss or 
personal injury cannot be assumed.

6.  An entry card must accompany each entry.  Entry cards will be available at the show and 
upon request from the Entry or Division Chairman in advance of the show.

7.  All plant material must be correctly identified, if possible, with the botanical and common 
names.  The RHS Index of Garden Plants and The AHS A - Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants are 
the accepted references and will be available at the show.

8.  The Garden Club of America expects all exhibitors to be aware of the need to promote 
conservation of endangered and threatened plants and prohibit use of invasive plants.  Plants 
collected from the wild and listed as endangered in Connecticut may not be exhibited in a GCA 
sponsored flower show.  Cultivated plant material listed as endangered in Connecticut may be 
exhibited if accompanied by a typed card stating that it has not been collected from the wild and 
giving information concerning its cultural requirements and methods of propagation.

9.  A list of Connecticut threatened, endangered and locally invasive species is available upon 
request from the Horticulture Chairman, and will be available at the show.
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10.  The Passing Committee must pass each entry before an exhibitor may leave the show area.  
The Passing Committee reserves the right to refuse any entry that does not conform to the 
schedule.  The exhibitor has the option of correcting the entry, if time permits.  If not corrected, 
the entry cannot be judged, but may remain in place, marked "For Exhibition Only".  The Judges 
may not disqualify any entry passed by the Passing Committee.

11.  No insects, pests, or diseased plant material will be allowed in the flower show.

12.  Exhibitors must leave the exhibition area immediately following the passing of their entry.  A 
passed entry may not be touched again until after judging and then only to carry out necessary 
maintenance.

13.  All containers and accessories must be inconspicuously labeled with the exhibitor’s name.

14.  A novice is an individual who has not won a blue ribbon, in the division entered, in a GCA or 
GCA Major Flower Show and will be identified by a yellow dot placed on the entry card, after 
the initial judging.  In the Flower Arrangement Division, only an individual arranger is eligible to 
receive the Sandra Baylor Novice Award.  
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Division I

Flower Arrangement Rules

1.  Please read the General Rules.

2.  Exhibitors are allowed one entry per class, but may enter more than one class.  The 
exhibitor(s) under whose name(s) it has been entered must arrange the entry.  All participants 
must be listed.  Only listed exhibitors and show personnel may be on the show floor at the time 
of entries.

3.  If forced to withdraw, an exhibitor must find a substitute unless there is a waiting list for the 
class.  The Division Chairman and Class Consultant must be notified of any changes.

4.  All arrangements must include fresh and/or dried plant material.  Artificial plant material is not 
allowed.

5.  Fresh plant material must be in water or be so conditioned as to remain in pristine form while 
on exhibition.  An arrangement not maintained in show condition may have its award removed.  
The Flower Arrangement Committee will make every effort to water a design during the show if 
requested by the exhibitor.

6.  Mechanics should not be visible unless they are an integral part of the design.

7.  Live animals (including fish), taxidermy, natural birds’ nests, protected sea-life and locally 
invasive plant material are not permitted.

8.  Accessories are permitted, unless otherwise stated in the class description.

9.  Lighting is from overhead fixtures augmented by natural light from windows.  

10.  Tables may be draped or have overlays.  Top of pedestals may be enlarged, but may be no 
larger than 16" square or 16" in diameter.  Staging may not be moved.    

11.  Exhibits may be arranged at the Florence Griswold or brought to the show and placed.

Address questions about rules to:

Dorothy A. Askelson  860-434-3718  daskelson@comcast.net
Marilyn Percy 860-443-5810  marilyn.percy@sbcglobal.net
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Division I

Flower Arrangement Classes

Class 1                           T•te-ˆ-T•te                        4 entries
In fellowship around the table the artists gathered to critique one another and carry on deep and frequently 
loud discussions about art.  Come,  join Miss Florence for tea in the quiet of the afternoon before the 
artists return from their work.

A functional tea table for two staged on a 30" round table, 30" high and skirted to the floor with a 
pale green covering.  Exhibitor may provide overlay.  No flatware or chairs permitted.  Sample of 
background colors will be provided.  Viewed and judged in the round.

Class consultant:  Barbara Brown  860-739-8152   rwbrown4992@sbcglobal.net

Class 2                      Lasting Impressions                4 entries
Those artists who received the coveted invitation to create a panel left a lasting legacy of the Lyme Art 
Colony on the doors and the dining room walls of The Griswold House.  Accept our invitation to create a 
‘panel’ for the dining room and carry on the tradition.

A design in a designated space measuring 41" high x 18" wide x  8" deep staged on a mantel in 
front of an ivory colored panel.  The mantel is 104" long and 61" off the floor.  Arrangement may 
not exceed dimensions of designated space.  Photo of mantel and sample of color will be 
provided.  Viewed above eye level and judged from the front.

Class consultant:  Ellen White  860-434-9763   rksudler@aol.com

Class 3                           Petite Strokes                     4 entries 
Women were few in the Lyme Art Colony.  The men at Miss Florence’s labeled female artists “blots on 
the landscape”.   Those who did gain acceptance into the Colony did so through marriage or by their sheer 
talent.  Show us your talent, but keep it small, for smalls are great!

A small arrangement staged on a shelf attached to a cream colored artist’s palette mounted on a 
coral colored wall. The shelf is 10" wide,  6" deep,  8.75" below top edge of palette and 52" off 
the floor.  Exhibitor will be provided samples of paint colors and photo of shelf.  Viewed and 
judged from the front.

Class consultant:  Dorothy Askelson  860-434-3718  daskelson@comcast.net
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Flower Arrangement Classes

Class 4                          Reflections                          4 entries
The sparkling effects of ever changing light and color on the marsh grasses and the Lieutenant River which 

border Miss Florence's property inspired many an artist.  Let your spirits soar as you reflect on this tidal river in 
constant flux.

A hanging design suspended within a triangular alcove 30" x 30" x 42". The two sides of the 
alcove are gray glasslike reflective panels 30" wide. The height of the alcove is 7'.  An eye hook 
will be provided 7' off the floor in the center of the alcove.  Design should not exceed 24" width x 
60" height.  Exhibitor will be provided a sample of reflective background.  Viewed and judged 
from the open 42" side of triangle.

 Class consultant:  Marilyn Percy  860-443-5810   marilyn.percy@sbcglobal.net

Class 5                           Exuberance                        4 entries
Although the Lyme Art Colony was founded by the tonalists with their dark monochromatic colors, the 
artistic direction shifted to American Impressionism with the arrival of Childe Hassam.  The 
Impressionists worked with bright high-key colors.  Capture the colors through the eyes of an 
Impressionist.

An arrangement staged on a pedestal 40" high with 12" square top.  Top of pedestal may be 
enlarged, but may be no larger than 16" square or 16" in diameter.  Exhibitor will be provided 
with color samples of background and pedestal.  Viewed and judged from three sides.

Class consultant:  Betty Pinson  860-442-1043  bettypinson@sbcglobal.net
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Division II

Horticulture Rules

1.  Please read the General Rules.

2.  Entries must have been owned and grown by the exhibitor for a minimum of three months, 
unless otherwise stated in the schedule.  Entries to be considered for the Catherine Beattie 
Medal or the Clarissa Willemsen Horticulture Propagation Award  must have been in the 
possession of the exhibitor for at least 6 months and be designated by a green dot on the entry 
card.

3.  An exhibitor may place only one entry in each class 1-4, and may submit more than one 
specimen in classes  5-49, provided each entry is a different species or cultivar.

4.  All entries propagated by the exhibitor must be so identified with the method and relevant 
date(s) of propagation on the entry card.

5.   Classes may be subdivided and entries moved and/or reclassified at the discretion of the 
Horticulture Committee and/or the Judges.

6.  Locally invasive plants are not permitted.

7.  Unless stated otherwise in the schedule, containers must be clean,  terra cotta or terra cotta-
colored plastic, if possible.  Pot size is specified in the class descriptions.  Saucers must be 
provided for entries with drainage holes and be inconspicuously labeled with exhibitor's name.  
Containers are measured at the diameter or diagonal of the inside rim.  Disguised double potting 
and top dressing are permitted.  Top dressing must not float when watered.

8.  The Committee will provide containers and wedging materials for all cut specimens.

9.  Key cards, diagrams or plant lists, where required, must be 4" x 6", white, unlined cards and 
completed in black waterproof ink or typed.

Address questions about rules to:

Betty Pinson  860-442-1043  bettypinson@sbcglobal.net
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Division II

Horticulture Classes

 
Class 1                           Focal Point                       4 entries

The midday meal was served on the back porch to those who wished to join the "Hot Air Club",  while the 
 front porch of The Griswold House became the stage for the artists' after dinner theatrics.   Plant a
 container to enhance a gathering on the porch.

A container garden exhibited in a stone-gray colored pot provided by the Committee measuring 
16 inches in diameter and 12 inches deep.  Exhibitor should plant the container at least two weeks 
prior to the show.  Judged on cultural perfection (40%), scale, balance and design (35%), 
suitability and compatibility of plant material (15%), and  suitable labeling (10%).    A key card, 
4" x 6", locating and identifying plant material, is required.     

Class 2                     Kitchen Companions                4 entries                                                   
Meals served at Miss Florence's table were simple but substantial, and made ample use of the herbs and 
vegetables of her gardens.  

A grouping of edible plants planted in a stone-gray colored window box container  6.5" wide, 23" 
long, and 6.75" deep, provided by the Committee.  Exhibitor should plant the container at least 
two weeks prior to the show.  Key card, 4" x 6", locating and identifying plant material,  is 
required.

Class 3     Springtime Smiles (Open only to NLGC Members)   
In springtime Miss Florence offered her pansies for sale through advertisements in the local newspaper.  
Bring in your best pansies just for show, but not for sale.

A display of  five "Icicle" Pansies exhibited in an 8" clay bulb pan with saucer provided by the 
Committee.  Pansies were distributed at the September, 2007 meeting of the New London Garden 
Club and planted before October 15, 2007.

Class 4                 A Bouquet For Miss Florence   
Miss Florence sold cut flowers and filled her home with informally arranged bouquets of garden flowers.  
Stroll through your garden and cut your blooming best for a bouquet.  

  
A spring bouquet using a minimum of 5 different species of flowers, foliage and/or flowering 
branches from one exhibitor's garden displayed in a container of the exhibitor's choice.  Bouquet 
should not exceed 15" width and 24" height.  Judged on cultural perfection (40%), staging and 
arrangement (30%), grooming (10%), distinction (10%),  color effect (5%), and suitable labeling 
(5%).  Key card listing plant material is required.
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Horticulture Classes

Classes 5 - 49               Cut Specimens  

One spray or stem in bloom, or as specified, grown by exhibitor.  An exhibitor may enter more 
than one specimen in each class provided each entry is of a different species or cultivar.  
Containers and wedging material to be supplied by the Committee.

Classes 5-22  Bulbs, Corms, Rhizomes & Tubers
Narcissus  One blooming stem

Class 5.    Double
Class 6.    Triandrus
Class 7.    Jonquilla
Class 8.    Poeticus
Class 9.    Miniatures
Class 10.  Other Narcissus

Tulipa  One blooming stem with leaves attached
Class 11.  Darwin Hybrid
Class 12.  Triumph
Class 13.  Parrot
Class 14.  Viridiflora
Class 15.  Lily Flowering
Class 16.  Single Late
Class 17.  Double Late
Class 18.  Other Tulipa

Iris      Class 19.
Scilla   Class 20.
Allium  Class 21.
Other Class 22.

Classes 23-36  Flowering Woody Branches - Specimen not to exceed 24" from tip to cut end.
Class 23.  Amelanchier (Serviceberry, Shadblow)
Class 24.  Cercis  (Redbud)
Class 25.  Chaenomeles  (Flowering Quince)
Class 26.  Cornus  (Dogwood)
Class 27.  Malus  (Crabapple)
Class 28.  Pieris  (Andromeda)
Class 29.  Prunus  (Almond, Plum, Cherry)
Class 30.  Rhododendron -Decidious
Class 31.  Rhododendron - Evergreen
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Horticulture Classes

Class 32.  Spiraea
Class 33.  Syringa  (Lilac)
Class 34.  Viburnum
Class 35.  Weigela
Class 36.  Other

Classes 37-49  Biennials and Perennials
Biennials

Class 37.  Digitalis  (Foxglove)
Class 38.  Other

Perennials Grown Mainly for Flowers
Class 39.  Aquilegia  (Columbine)
Class 40.  Dicentra spectabilis  (Bleeding Heart)
Class 41.  Other Dicentra
Class 42.  Nepeta  (Catmint)
Class 43.  Polemonium  (Jacob's Ladder)
Class 44.  Tiarella  (Foamflower)
Class 45.  Other

Perennials Grown Mainly for Foliage
Class 46.  Heuchera  (Coral Bells) - three leaves
Class 47.  Hosta  (Plantain Lily) - one leaf
Class 48.  Sedum  (Stonecrop)
Class 49.  Other

Class  50              Outstanding Impressions        (Par Class)

An exhibit of outstanding horticultural merit which  does not qualify for entry elsewhere in the 
schedule.  Exhibits will be judged against perfection.  Container not to exceed 12".  The entry 
must have been grown by exhibitor for at least six months.  No hanging baskets

Division III

The Conservation Exhibit

An exhibit to educate the public about geothermal technology 
which relies on the Earth's natural thermal energy

to heat and cool space.
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Awards

The following Garden Club of America Awards have been applied for and will be presented 
if merited.

The Harriet DeWaele Puckett Creativity Award  may be awarded to members of GCA clubs 
or non-members in recognition of a uniquely skillful and creative response to an imaginative 
schedule.  It will be given for an innovative and interpretive entry which, although it abides by 
the principles of good design, goes beyond the traditional period arrangement to whatever art 
form the arranger(s) chooses.  The arrangement must have placed first, second or third in the 
Flower Arrangement Division of a GCA Flower Show.  Challenge classes are not eligible.  This 
award is not a substitute for Best in Show and will be given at the discretion of the judges.

The Dorothy Vietor Munger Award  may be awarded to members of Garden Club of America 
clubs only in competitive flower arrangement classes at a GCA Flower Show.  It is offered in 
recognition of creative work of outstanding beauty using predominantly fresh plant material.  The 
arrangement must have placed first, second or third.  Challenge classes are not eligible.  The award 
is not a substitute for Best in Show and will be given at the discretion of the judges.

The Sandra Baylor Novice Flower Arrangement Award may be given at a GCA Flower Show 
to an exhibitor who is a member of a GCA club and who has never won a blue ribbon in the 
Flower Arrangement Division of a GCA or GCA Major Flower Show.  It shall be awarded for an 
arrangement that is a unique and skillful response to the schedule.  Novice entries in any 
competitive flower arrangement classes are eligible for this award and will be identified by a 
colored dot on the entry card.  The arrangement must have been created by one person and must 
have placed first, second or third.

The Catherine Beattie Medal is to be awarded for a horticulture entry distinguished by its 
vibrancy, prime condition and perfection of grooming.  It must have been grown by the 
exhibitor for at least six months.  The Medal may be awarded for a single plant, collection of 
plants, container garden or cut specimen.  It is awarded only if there is an exhibit worthy of the 
honor.  It may be awarded to members of GCA clubs only; individual, joint and club entries are 
eligible.  The award should not be considered as a substitute for Best in Show.  The Medal may 
not be awarded to the same exhibit more than once.

The Clarissa Willemsen Horticulture Propagation Award   is to be awarded for a horticulture 
entry distinguished by its prime condition, flawless grooming and difficulty of propagation.  The 
horticulture entry must have been propagated and grown by the exhibitor for a least six months.  
The Horticulture Propagation Award may be given for a single rooted plant or a collection of 
rooted plants.  The method of propagation must be indicated on the entry card.  The entry must 
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have placed first, second or third in a GCA Flower Show.  The award may not be given to an 
exhibit more than once.  If merited, it will be awarded at the discretion of the judges.

The Rosie Jones Horticulture Award   is awarded to a horticulture entry of exceptional visual 
appeal that reflects the spirit of growing with joy and enthusiasm and inspires others to 
propagate, grow, show and share horticulture.  An exhibit that has been propagated by the 
exhibitor will be given special consideration but propagation is not a requirement.  Perfection, 
while always desirable, is not a primary criterion.  This award celebrates the ineffable joy 
inherent in the beauty and pursuit of horticulture.  It could be the entry that would win the 
popular vote but not necessarily the Beattie or the blue ribbon.  Its primary virtue shall be the 
exceptional and exuberant inspiration.  It may be awarded at a GCA Flower Show and is to be 
judged by GCA judges.

The Marion Thompson Fuller Brown Conservation Award  may be presented for an 
outstanding conservation exhibit at a GCA Flower Show.  The award recognizes an exhibit of 
exceptional educational and visual merit which increases the public’s knowledge and awareness of 
our environment.  The exhibit should emphasize environmental concerns and may demonstrate 
conservation practices.  When appropriate, the  plant material must be clearly identified.  Live 
plant material may or may not be used.  Protected material may be included if such materials are 
identified as protected and not collected in the wild.  The award may be given to Garden Club of 
America clubs or club members, non-members or other organizations.  Exhibits may be judged as 
a par class or in competition with other entries.

A Best in Show,  to be selected from among the blue ribbon winners, may be awarded in each 
division.

Judges' Commendation may be given to an entry, class, section, special exhibit or other aspect 
of the show which is of exceptional merit.
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New London Garden Club
Flower Arrangement Registration Form

Regisration form must be postmarked by April 15, 2008

Name:  _________________________________________Novice (yes or no)______________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________e-mail: __________________________________________

Garden Club:_________________________________________________________________

Co-Exhibitor's Name:___________________________________________________________

Class Number: ________________Class Name: ____________________________________

Mail to:  Dorothy A. Askelson, 19 Matson Ridge, Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-3718 e-mail daskelson@comcast.net

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

New London Garden Club
Horticulture Registration Form

Registration form must be postmarked by April 15, 2008

Name: ____________________________________________ Novice (yes or no)___________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________e-mail___________________________________________

Garden Club:_________________________________________________________________

I plan to enter class________________class__________________class__________________

I might enter class(es)__________________________________________________________

Co-Exhibitor's Name: __________________________________________________________

Mail to:  Betty Pinson,  66 Braman Road, Waterford, CT 06385
860-442-1043 e-mail bettypinson@sbcglobal.net
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