
SOIL PREPARATION 
Till the soil to depth necessary to remove old roots. 

It is important to allow sufficient time for the removal of existing weed seeds.

SOWING 
Use mainly perennials and exclusively natives. Adding annuals the first year will give you a better bloom.  

Established natives do not require additional water and fertilizer and will become anchor plants. 

MOWING 
 It is advisable to mow late in the season once seeds have formed.  

This will cut down tree shoots and brush seedlings and help destroy next season’s annual weed seed crop. 

 PLANT WILDFLOWERS AND NATIVES
HOW TO GROW A WILDFLOWER BORDER OR MEADOW 
http://pollinator.org/pdfs/guides/easternbroadleafoceanicrx20final.pdf 
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GETTING STARTED 
Start with a meadow or border on a small scale. Ample sunshine, good drainage & access to water are 
essential to help establish plants. It is necessary to determine your hardiness zone before planting.  
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  MAINTAINING A WILDFLOWER BORDER OR MEADOW

FIRST YEAR 
Annual species will visually dominate.  

Although many perennials germinate the first year, their root growth compromises two to three times the above ground vegetation. 
Normally they do not flower until the second year. 

SECOND YEAR 
As your wildflower meadow fills out you will want to re-seed or spot transplant to fill bare spots and increase species diversity.  

You may need to continue to remove annual weed seeds before they set.  
The need to weed will taper off as wildflowers and native grasses become established. 

RESOURCES 

Determine your hardiness zone 
http://planthardiness.usda.gov/phzmweb/ 

Find wildflowers native to your area 
www.wildflowerinformation.org/zonelisting.asp 

Native milkweed resources 
www.monarchbutterflygarden.net/milkweed-plant-seed-resources/ 

Information on the importance of wildflowers and native plantings including sources 
www.pollinator.org/guides.htm 

www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening.shtml     
www.wildflower.org/ 
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